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heavy casel oads. The admi nistration works very hard, | know
that, and they all work in good faith. | don't think they are
malici ous people, but they are not elected. The Legislature and
the executive branch was el ected, and judges are reviewed onthe
ball ot perlodl CaIIy. 'SO our System WOka, the checks and
bal ances from executive, legislative and judicial pack and
forth. And | do think this should be given a chance, even if
It's a small group of people, | think it should be given a
chance to see if we can't help that small group of people and
not |eave themout in the cold. The other question | have about
it, and maybe sonebody will answer this |ater when we speak on
the bill itself, is about the fiscal note. It seems hi gh but
if that is because it's taken for granted that a thes% peopl e
woul d be pUt into pSyChl atric care, and t hat is wher e the
expense comes from | could understand that. so|do hope that
you' |l vote not to kill this bill, gndlet' s movethe bill an
see what we can do to help the people that need the help, tq]e
children that need- the help. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Nelson, please.

SENATOR NELSON: Yes, Mr. Speaker, nenbers of the body, as quite

a few of you know, |' ve been working on gsome juvenile issues all
last summer and fall and spring and so on, sol've had 4 great
interest in this bill. |, too, have the same horror storiés to

tell that |'msure that Senator Johnson, Senator Smith and many
of you and | had another meetingfor a little bit, s5| missed
out on the first part of the debate. pBuyt| serve in Judiciary
and | had the opportunity to hear the testinony for the bill. I
guess it's sonmewhat like this, under the current interpretation
of the Nebraska | aw, the Department of Social Services has taken
the position that they don't need the court's approval gang

furthermore, want to do everything thenmselves ir their own way,

and that is probably the problem This destroys the intent and
the purpose of our juverile system And |'m not questioning the
professionalism of sone of the social service workers,
particularly local, | think nmost all of themare probably qyer
worked and underpaid. Byt |, too, get constant calls because of
probl ens, the same as Senator Smith related to. | have tried to
stay out of as many of themas | can, and! will haveto say
that 80 percent of the time | usually do have to agree with e
social service worker. They are doing their best. gutthere

are too many children, entirely too many children that are being
m spl aced or mishandled, or not the best of service . Just
because they control the pocketbook does not mean that they have
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